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«
Dense inner city quarters

play a key role to make cities more sustainable;
are well connected by public transport, have a relatively dense building 

    structure, offer a mix of uses and are walkable;
are an alternative to suburban sprawl.



«

Deprived inner city quarters:
Close to the booming city centres and business districts, there often are 
deprived quarters. 
They are characterized  by high numbers of unemployed, children enti-
tled to free school meals, immigrants who cannot read or write the local       
language...



«

deprived inner city quarters:
The urban fabric is characterized by social housing estates, the public 
spaces often are in a poor condition. 
There often are large derelict spaces from former industrial and transport 
uses. 
Middle-class families prefer not to live in these urban areas. This leads to 
segregation



«

Social and cultural infrastructure and public spaces
play a key role for the future of deprived areas.



«

Scientific discourse on gentrification
Is the upgrading  of an area through urban regeneration projects benefitting 
the deprived people or is it just making the area more attractive for middle-
class people and the real estate market?
What does that mean for urban planners?
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« London context
Strong suburbanization in the past century (Garden Cities, New Towns).
Decentralization of industries and businesses.
Inner city quarters are left „empty“, only people who cannot afford to move 
away stay in the deprive inner city quarters. 



«

London context
For about ten years London has been booming economically (esp. financial 
and creative industries).
The population has been growing and will continue to grow.



«

London context
Close to the city centre, there are deprived neighbourhoods in the so-called 
„City Fringe“ 



«

London context
London needs to improve the quality of life in these deprived neighbourhoods 
in order to make optimum use of these good locations and reduce social     
exclusion.
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« Culture-led regeneration
Flagship projects are placed in deprived neighbourhoods to serve as             
catalysts for urban regeneration (e.g. Tate Modern). 
There is evidence that the projects generate economic growth by attracting 
tourists, jobs and investment.



«

Culture-led regeneration
is also applied in areas which are not tourist destinations (Peckham Library).
The projects are supposed to improve the social and cultural infrstructure 
and to boost regeneration.
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«

Spitalfields and Whitechapel: History
an immigrant neighbourhood since the 17th century
Hugenot, Irish, Jewish, Bangladeshi immigrants



«

Spitalfields and Whitechapel: History
immigration from Bangladesh since the 1970ies



«

Brick Lane
centre of migrants from Bangladesh with shops, banks, restaurants...



«

Spitalfields and Whitechapel: an urban quarter in decay
Since the 1970ies the Spitalfields wholesale market moved away and facto-
ries and railwaystation were shut down.



«

Regional government policies „London Plan“ (2004)
promote the regeneration of deprived inner city areas so that they become 
attractive places for housing and for businesses.



« temporary use of former Spitalfields market (1990ies)
The market hall was used as a place for sports, an arts venue, food court  and 
an arts and crafts market.
A swimming pool was built into an unused building pit.
This resulted in the area becoming a attractive place for people to visit.



«

Market-led regeneration: 
Transformation of the area through large-scale o!ce projects led to 
the expansion of the business district into Spitalfields.



«

Market-led regeneration: Bishops Square development
new office project on the site of the market  by Foster and Partners (2005)



«

Spitalfields Market
Parts of the old market were included in the new office development



«

Market-led regeneration: Spitalfields Market



«

Public-private partnerships
Regeneration projects were implemented by public-private partnerships.



«

Brick Lane is turned into the tourist destinatin Banglatown



«

A Curry festival is organized to popularize Banglatown.



«
Theming of Banglatown

Bangladeshi-style street furniture is erected.



«

Theming of Banglatown
A Bangladeshi style arch was erected in Brick Lane to mark the entrance to 
Banglatown



«

Theming of Banglatown
Bilingual street signs were installed.



«

Theming of Banglatown
Historic shopfronts were renovated according to high design standards.



«

Theming of Banglatown
The Brick Lane Cultural Trail will explain the history of immigration in           
Spitalfields.



«

Culture-led regeneration: Idea Stores
The library and lifelong-learning concept of the area was radically changed.
Strategy based on largest public consultation ever conducted in the borough.
Many people were intimidated by the old libraries dating from the Victorian 
era, especially those who cannot speak, read or write English.



«

Idea Stores I Strategy
Multifunctional learning centres: Library, learning and leisure.
The Idea Stores are intended to bring new stimuli into deprived areas. 



«

Idea Store I O!ers
Traditional library + adult education classes, career support, training, 
meeting areas, cafés and arts and leisure pursuits - all brought together in 
easily accessible spaces.



«

Service I opening hours I interior design
Idea Stores offer cafés and meeting places, children‘s play areas.
Modelled on retail environments.
Corporate identity from the design of the facade through to the cups in the 
café.



Art and Design

Health and Wellbeing

Dance

Car Maintenance

Business and Finance

Construction

Fashion and Textiles

Cookery

IT and Computing

Music

Art and Design

Photography

Languages

Jewellery Making

Painting and Drawing
Ceramics and Mosaics

Printmaking

Family Art

Accounts & Bookkeeping

Project Management

Small Business
Job Skills

Driving Theory

DIY, Plumbing and Tiling

Woodwork Skills

Family Cooking

Textile Crafts

Home Styling

Upholstery

Health and Fitness

Health and Safety

Complementary Therapies

Web Design

Family Learning

Touch Typing

Arabic

Bengali

Sign Language

French

German

Italian
Public Service Interpreting

Drumming

Singing

Job Club

Current A"airs in Bengali

Golden Time

Martial Arts

Book Club

Inter-Active Zone

Film Club

Dad’s Club

Life Drawing



«

Innovative approaches to finance and implement the Idea Stores
Public-private partnership modells were developed.
Synergistic effects were very important  when identifying locations for 
Idea Stores.



Supermarkt

The parking space of the 
supermarket is reduced in 
size.

The Whitechapel Idea 
Store
is located on Whitechapel 

Whitechapel High Street



«

Idea Stores: Location, location, location
Libraries in bad, in-accessible locations have been closed.
New Ideas Stores have been created in the centres of communities, in top 
locations close to public transport, to supermarkets and shops.
Visiting the library should be combined with other daily routines.



«

Idea Stores are impressive statements of contemporary architecture
Idea Stores show that good architecture can improve quality of life.
Outstanding architecture to raise standards of public buildings in England.
Buildings should become centres of community.



«

The public sector has to show-o! its assets
Public sector can implement innovative education strategies.
Improved image of public education.
Public education can compete with private offers.
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«

Conclusion
radical transformation of the area due to the implementation of various       
urban regeneration strategies
The regeneration can lead to the displacement of people who cannot afford 
living in the area or who cannot afford the rent for their shops anymore.
But it also contributes to the area becoming socially mixed, preventing it 
from turning into a „ghetto“.



«

MUCHAS GRACIAS! 
THANK YOU!
DANKE SCHÖN!
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